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In this connection I cannot help noticing a cutting given to
me from the Rangoon Daily News. It runs:
We are credibly informed that the wife of Nizamuddins hackney
carriage owner, East Rangoon, got a divorce from her husband on Thurs-
day last on the ground that he disobeyed the fatwa in taking his gharries
and persuading others to ply at the time of the Prince's visit.
I make bold to say that whoever granted the divorce (assum-
ing the truth of the statement) grievously erred against the law
of Islam and decency. Divorces are not so lightly granted in
Islam, If hartals can be brought about by means such as the
foregoing statement suggests, they can do no good whatsoever.
They are no free expression of public opinion. But I am less
concerned with the expedience of hartals than with the good
name of Islam and non-co-operation. The law of non-co-operation
demands perfect toleration and respect for the opposite opinion
and action. The law of Islam, in so far as a non-Muslim can
speak of it, requires equally strict toleration. Nothing could have
so deeply hurt the Prophet as the intoleration of the people of
Mecca during the early period of his ministry towards the new
faith he was preaching. He could not possibly, therefore, at any
time have been party to intolerance, c'There shall be no compul-
sion in religion" must have descended to him when some of his
new converts were more zealous than wise in the preaching of the
new faith.
Whether we are Hindus or Mussulmans or what, does not
matter. The spirit of democracy which we want to spread through-
out India cannot be spread by violence whether verbal or physical,
whether direct, indirect, or threatened.
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